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We present this month the likeness of Hon. John E. Mason, 
Judge of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Virginia. He was born 
at Edge Hill, in Albemarle county, Virginia, on July 11, 1854, the 

home of his maternal grandfather, Thomas 
Judge John E. Mason. Jefferson Eandolph. He is the son of 

the late Charles Mason and Maria Jeffer- 
son Carr Mason ; he was reared at "Alto," the home of his parents, 
in King George county. The first school which he attended was 
one in King George county, conducted by Mr. Julian Broaddus, 
now a distinguished minister of the Baptist church; afterwards in 
turn, Locust Dale, and Bethel Military Academy — the latter at 
that time was conducted by Dr. W. W. Smith, now president of the 
Randolph-Macon system, and the late A. G. Smith of Fauquier 
county, Virginia. During his second year at the latter academy, 
he was chosen by his fellow students valedictorian, and awarded 
the handsome orator's medal. Upon leaving Bethel, he entered 
the University of Virginia — session 1874-75. Here he had the 
misfortune to lose his health, which it required a two year's rest 
to regain. He then matriculated at the Columbia University 
(now George Washington) of Washington, D. C, and took the 
B. L. degree in one year. He was admitted to the bar in 1878; 
was elected commonwealth's attorney of King George county, and 
served for three terms with conspicuous ability and merit. 

In 1889 he was elected to the house of delegates to represent the 
counties of Stafford and King George and was twice returned. 
In 1895 he was chosen to represent the Thirty-sixth district in the 
state senate, where he served with distinguished ability, and in 
February, 1898, was elected by the legislature to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of the late Hon. William S. Barton. This 
circuit then comprised the counties of Westmoreland, Kichmond, 
King George, Stafford, Spotsylvania, Caroline, Hanover, Louisa, 
and the city of Fredericksburg. Under the new Constitution he 
was elected judge of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit. 
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While in the general assembly he took an active part and was 
an acknowledged leader of that body in all important legislation , 
and during his term of service there was appointed on several 
important committees, such as courts of justice, railroads and gen- 
eral navigation, general laws, retrenchment and reform, Chesa- 
peake and tributaries. Judge Mason has the remarkable record 
of having never been defeated for any office for which he has been 
a candidate, and in every instance, 'he has administered his office 
with credit to himself and complete satisfaction to his constituents. 

In 1885 he was married to Miss Kate Kearney Henry of Wash- 
ington, P. C. 

Personally, the judge is a man of unfailing courtesy, refine- 
ment and consideration, kindly and approachable to all. As a 
judge, learned, discreet and impartial, he has conducted his high 
office in a manner to inspire the confidence that commends itself 
to the admiration of the laity as well as the lawyers. 

Judge Mason is a member of the Fredericksburg lodge No. 4, 
F. & A. M. B. L. H. 



The lawyer's code of ethics has become a topic of current discus- 
sion in some of the leading periodicals of the country. The occa- 
sion for « the discussion seems to be the reported inability of the 

friends of law and order in Philadelphia to obtain 
Legal Ethics, the services of any prominent lawyer of that city 

to resist the recently attempted "gas steal." It is 
charged that all of the ablest lawyers had been retained by those 
interested in securing the valuable public franchises and that not 
one of them could be found who did not allow his retainer to silence 
his voice as a citizen. We are too far away to be able to sit in 
judgment upon the truthfulness of the charge, but we are deeply 
interested in the subject which the controversy has brought into 
prominence. A writer in "Colliers' " observes : "Formerly the very 
liberal code of legal ethics drew the line at complicity in the com- 
mission of a crime. The lawyer might become an accomplice after 
the fact, but never before it. He could help a thief to keep out of 
jail, but he could not directly help to pick a pocket. The modern- 
captain of criminal industry robs the public instead of an individ- 
ual, and he takes every step under the advice of his attorney. And 
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the worst of it is that when a corporation hires a lawyer, it hires 
him as a citizen as well." The writer goes on to say that when this 
great moral question was before the people of Philadelphia all the 
papers, except one despised organ of the gang, condemned the 
criminals. "No minister put his influence at their service, or 
could have done so without branding himself with infamy. But 
when the ablest lawyers in the city sold themselves not merely to 
protect the bandits from punishment, but to help them commit 
their crimes, nobody was surprised and nobody expected to see 
those lawyers incur any professional penalties/' This is a fearful 
indictment against the members of our profession. While the 
author of the above quotations is evidently blinded by prejudice 
and in error so far as he intimates that such conduct as he de- 
scribes meets with the general approval of the bar, yet we believe 
that our profession is too slow to put the stamp of its disapproval 
on corrupt unprofessional conduct. One of the most insidious 
forms of such conduct now prevalent is the presence in legislative 
halls of attorneys for large corporate interests, who have allowed 
their retainers to dominate their actions not only as lawyers and 
as citizens, but as public servants. One of the most serious problems 
before the country today is how to eliminate as political factors 
these enemies of the public welfare. Such lawyers, on account of 
their prominence, have done and are doing much to lessen public 
respect for the profession. 

And coming a little nearer home and referring to other forms 
of unprofessionalism, the lawyers of Virginia would do well to 
read and reread the Code of Ethics of the Virginia State Bar 
Association as published in each of its annual reports. This code 
is binding on all the members of the Association and for violation 
of its provisions they are all liable to censure or expulsion. Yet 
no man in reading the code can fail to be impressed with the fre- 
quency with which the members of the bar violate its provisions. 
The code provides "that marked attention and unusual hospitality 
to a judge when the relations of the parties are such that they 
would not otherwise be extended, subject both judge and attorney 
to misconstruction and should be sedulously avoided." This pro- 
vision is one in the violation of which we fear even some of our 
judges are implicated. While it is not fair that a man when 
elevated to the bench should be deprived of the pleasures of friend- 
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ship, yet we believe that it frequently occurs that members of the 
bar are conspicuously hospitable to the visiting judge — far beyond 
the hospitality extended to other visitors. Such hospitality is 
sometimes innocently extended, but notwithstanding this, both 
judge and lawyer should be careful to avoid the prejudice thus 
incited, especially on the part of the litigants. "Of course, the 

judge was going to decide in favor of Lawyer — . He was 

entertained at his home last night," says the offended litigant, or 
the uncharitable bystander. We know of at least one judge who 
never accepted the hospitality of lawyers during the sessions of the 
court, and while this course often deprived him of the companion- 
ship of lifelong friends, he thought it best to avoid all appearance 
of evil. 

Another provision of the code often forgotten is, that "offering 
evidence which it is known the court must reject as illegal, to get 
it before a jury under guise of arguing its admissibility, and all 
kindred practices, are deceits and evasions unworthy of attorneys." 
Few provisions of the code are more frequently violated. And 
akin to it, is the provision pronouncing as "unprofessional the pur- 
posely withholding in the opening argument positions finally in- 
tended to be relied on." 

We have found that many laymen have the idea that lawyers 
will not take cases against each other, and we feel that there is 
some foundation for their misapprehension. Our code provides- 
that attorneys should "fearlessly expose before the proper tribunal 
corrupt or dishonest conduct in the profession, and there should 
never be any hesitancy in accepting employment against an attor- 
ney who has wronged his client/' 

Another provision which some seem to have forgotten is 
"indirect advertisement for business by furnishing or inspiring 
editorials or press notices regarding causes in which the attorney 
takes part, the manner in which they are conducted, and the 
importance of his positions, the magnitude of the interests involved 
and all other like self-laudation is of evil tendency, and wholly 
unprofessional. Newspaper publication by an attorney as to the 
merits of pending or anticipated litigation call for the discussion 
and reply from the opposite party and tend to prevent a fair trial 
in the courts and otherwise prejudice the due administration of 
justice." 
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Who has not seen in court these over-solicitous, over-polite at- 
torneys who are always seeking an opportunity to add to the com- 
fort of the dear gentlemen of the jury? On this point our code 
says: "Displaying special concern for their comfort (the jury's) 
and volunteering to ask favors for them while they are present — 
such as frequent motions to adjourn trials, or take a recess, solely 
on the ground of the jury's fatigue or hunger, or the uncomfort- 
ableness of their seats in the court room, should be avoided. Such 
intervention of attorneys when proper ought to be privately with 
the court, whereby there will be no appearance of fawning upon 
the jury, nor ground for ill feeling of the jury towards the court 
or opposite counsel, if such requests are denied." 

Another provision of the code which needs emphasis is "all 
propositions from counsel to dispense with the argument should 
be made and discussed out of the hearing of the jury." 

We have gone into this subject somewhat in detail, not in the 
spirit of criticism, but fearing lest in this commercial age in the 
mad rush for dollars we may forget that high sense of propriety 
which has ever been the glory of our profession. 



The twenty-eighth annual meeting of the association will be held 
at ISTarragansett Pier, Ehode Island, on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, August 23, 24 and 25, 1905. 

Our own Harry St. George Tucker, president. 
The American of the Association, will deliver the opening ad- 
Bar Association, dress. 

The sessions will be at 10 o'clock a. m. and 8 
o'clock p. m. on Wednesday and Thursday, and at 10 o'clock a. m. 
on Friday. 

The sessions of the section of legal education will be held on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, August 22, 23 and 25, at 3 o'clock 
p. m. 

On Tuesday, August, 22, at 8 o'clock p. m., there will be a meet- 
ing of the Association of American Law Schools. 

The fifteenth conference of commissioners on uniform state laws 
will begin its sessions on Friday, August 18, at 10 o'clock a. m., 
being the week previous same is to be held. 

The Virginia members of the commission, as recently appointed 
by the governor, are: Judge A. A. Phlegar, Hon. E. T. Barton 
and Jno. Garland Pollard. 




THE HONORABLE JOHN" E. MASON 
Judge of ITi»"TH3H!nth: Circuit 



